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My Personal MUST READ “Grit Lit” List: ** 

 
Feast of Snakes -- Harry Crews 
Blood and Grits -- Harry Crews 
The Gospel Singer -- Harry Crews 
Dirty Work -- Larry Brown 
The Devil is Here in These Hills -- James Green 
Satan is Real: the ballad of the Louvin Brothers -- Charlie Louvin 
Child of God -- Cormac McCarthy 
The Last Picture Show -- Larry McMurtry 
Twilight -- William Gay 

 
 
 

 
** To me, “grit lit” is something to do with writing  
about man and God and war and violence and whatever,  
whatever, whatever. I’m sure tons of people would disagree  
with me on this list and whether or not these books fit 
into the genre. I do not care. Grit is in, so you  
should catch up. Feeling bad is out, so you should  
read about the lives of people doing much, much worse 
than you to understand you’re doing fine. 
 
I also strongly believe no good author has lived or died  
in California. Especially Richard Brautigan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions? Comments? Concerns? Recommendations?  
 
Write me at:  
 

    
   
    
   

  New York City          
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What is “Grit Lit”? 
 

 
Vernon, Z. (2016). Romanticizing the Rough South: Contemporary Cultural Nakedness and the Rise of Grit 
Lit. Southern Cultures, 22(3), 77–94. http://www.jstor.org/stable/26221682 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This zine is a collage of book, magazine, song sheet, and personal diary  
entry scans all from the author’s personal collection. All images are  
digitally manipulated and all fonts are scanned and stolen. The list of  
works included in this zine are: 
 
Country Song Roundup: The Jimmie Rodgers Story, 1953 
Country Song Roundup: Roy Acuff Enters Country Music’s Hall of Fame, May 1963 
Feast of Snakes by Harry Crews, 1976 
The Stories of Breece D’J Pancake by Breece D’J Pancake, 1983 
The Grouse Creek Cultural Survey by Thomas Carter and Carl Fleischhauer, 1988 
Child of God by Cormac McCarthy, 1993 
Eddy Arnold: from Tennessee Plowboy to Country Star by Michael Streissguth, 1997 
Satan is Real: the ballad of the Louvin Brothers by Charlie Louvin, 2012 
The Devil is Here in These Hills by James Green, 2015 
 
And probably more... 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mia Greenberg 
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Mother Jones, excerpt from The Devil is Here in These Hills 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Excerpt from The Stories of Breece D’J Pancake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Excerpt from Child of God  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every single one of my friends is out of town this weekend 
for memorial day and I just didn’t get the memo. I saw 
J last night and he invited me to New Orleans, but 
I’d have nothing to do and no one to see. I think I’m 
using cribbage and card games to fuel my co-dependence.  
Anyways, J brought up Rusty Kershaw and the lining [liner] notes 
he wrote for Neil’s record. I brought up Charlie Louvin and 
how he could’ve just walked into the Opry instead of making 
some long odyssey of it all. I think the way illiterate people  
write about the world is wildly poetic 

Excerpts  from Satan is Real: the Ballad of the Louvin Brothers  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Excerpt from Dirty Work 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpt from Feast of Snakes 


